
Jews are an ancient Middle Eastern ‘tribe’, genes reveal

In his new book, “Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People,” Harry Ostrer, a medical

geneticist and professor at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York, claims that Jews are different,
and the differences are not just skin deep. Jews exhibit, he writes, a distinctive genetic signature.
Considering that the Nazis tried to exterminate Jews based on their supposed racial distinctiveness, such
a conclusion might be a cause for concern. But Ostrer sees it as central to Jewish identity.
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