
Clues to restore human fingers and toes via animal hair, feathers

In their review, researchers have shed light on possible routes that unlock cellular regeneration in general,
and the principles by which hair and feathers regenerate themselves in particular.  The authors, including
Cheng-Ming Chuong, Randall B. Widelitz, Ping Wu, and Ting-Xin Jiang of the University of Southern
California, and Valerie A. Randall of the University of Bradford, focus on how extrafollicular environments
can regulate hair and feather stem cell activities and how different configurations of stem cells can shape
organ forms in different body regions to fulfill changing physiological needs.
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