
How you vote may be in your genes

Ever wonder why we vote the way we do? Is it the influence of family? Or is it because of our culture or
where we grew up? Could be, but now researchers are saying it might be in our genes.

Scientists have always wondered what drives our political behavior, and why some of us are passionate
over some issues and not others. Now investigators have found it could be something deeper than the “I
Like Ike” button your grandfather wore.

Traditionally, social scientists have felt that our political preferences were influenced by environmental
factors as well as how and where we grew up. But recently, studies are finding it could be biological and
that our genes also influence our political tastes.

In a review out of the United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, data showed that genetic
makeup has some influence on why people differ on such issues as unemployment, abortion, even the
death penalty.  By pinpointing certain genes in the human body, scientists can predict parts of a person’s
political ideology.

View the original article here: How you vote may be in your genes

http://www.cnn.com/2012/08/28/politics/campaign-in-the-trenches/index.html
http://thechart.blogs.cnn.com/2012/08/28/how-you-vote-may-be-in-your-genes/

