
Kenya divided on use of GM crops

The Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI), a semi-autonomous government research institution,
recently announced that after years of trials, genetically modified drought-resistant maize seeds will be
available to Kenyan farmers within the next five years. Trial GM drought-resistant cotton crops are already
growing in Kidoko, 240 miles southeast of Nairobi.

Researchers and lobbyists argue that in a country so frequently stricken by food shortages, scientific
advancements can put food into hungry bellies. Drought-resistant seeds and vitamin-enriched crops could
be agricultural game changers, they say.

But serious concerns about viability, corporate dependency and health effects linger — even while leading
research firms and NGOs do their best to smooth them over.


