
Cord blood-derived stem cells: New therapeutic option for brain disorders?

Stem cell technology has the potential to revolutionize medicine, but the revolution has been considerably
slower than expected. Government restrictions and ethical dilemmas have put up roadblocks to fast-paced
biological research, and even when these roadblocks are absent, controlling the behavior of stem cells
(cells that have the ability to form a number of cell types and tissues) in a petri dish has proved tricky to
say the least.

In one particular area of stem cell research, however, progress has been steady. Cord blood stem cells
can be harvested from the umbilical cord and placenta of a newborn baby and stored for future use, the
idea being that they can be used down the road should that baby (or a genetically similar relative) become
sick. These stem cells have been used to treat close to 100 blood-based conditions, including several
types of leukemia.

View the original article here: Cord Blood-Derived Stem Cells – a New Therapeutic Option for Brain 
Disorders? – Brain Blogger (blog)
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