
Genetic sleuthing uncovers deadly new virus in Africa

An isolated outbreak of a deadly disease known as acute hemorrhagic fever, which killed two people and
left one gravely ill in the Democratic Republic of Congo in the summer of 2009, was probably caused by a
novel virus scientists have never seen before.

Described this week in the open-access journal PLoS Pathogens, the new microbe has been named Bas-
Congo virus (BASV) after the province in the southwest corner of the Congo where the three people lived.
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