
New paradigm for genetic counseling

In the old days (like a year or two ago) only a small portion of the patient population were thought to be
candidates for genetic testing.

Now, though, this model of genetic testing only for the select few may be replaced in the near future by
the idea that everyone – healthy, sick, high risk, low risk – should have genetic testing. Population scale
genetic testing, with its promises of personally tailored medical care and better health outcomes, assumes
that everyone – except for a handful of Luddites, people who do not own mobile phones or have Twitter
accounts, Flower Children, and conspiracy theorists – will incorporate DNA into their routine medical care.
Genetic testing becomes a foregone conclusion, not an ethically and emotionally weighty matter to be
carefully explored and considered. If everyone has a genetic test and everyone carries gene mutations,
doesn’t that make everyone a patient?

View the original article here: Resistance Is Futile: A New Paradigm for Genetic Counseling?
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