
Geneticist suggests human species is on an intellectual decline

Professor Gerald Crabtree, who heads a genetics laboratory at Stanford University in California, has put
forward the iconoclastic idea that rather than getting cleverer, human intelligence peaked several
thousand years ago and from then on there has been a slow decline in our intellectual and emotional
abilities.

His argument is based on the fact that for more than 99 per cent of human evolutionary history, we have
lived as hunter-gatherer communities surviving on our wits, leading to big-brained humans. Since the
invention of agriculture and cities, however, natural selection on our intellect has effective stopped and
mutations have accumulated in the critical “intelligence” genes.

View the original article here: Controversial study suggests human intelligence peaked several 
thousand years ago and we’ve been on an intellectual and emotional decline ever since 
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