
How did “biotechnology” become a dirty word?

How did the word biotechnology become so dangerous? Mention it in a group and people look at you with
suspicion. Mention the word in your social blog and you get a quick reaction that negates or attacks it from
almost anybody.

Biotechnology is defined by experts as, “any technique that makes use of organisms or parts thereof to
make or modify products, to improve plants or animals, or to develop microorganisms, for specific
purposes.”

Given that definition, I ask, who is afraid of biotechnology? Ancient civilization was not. There are many
recorded stories that tell us ancient folks were not. They used biotechnology, its principles and
applications to modify and improve agricultural products.
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