
Cheap embryos and the ‘commodification of children’

Dr. Ernest Zeringue sharply cuts [IVF] costs by creating a single batch of embryos from one egg donor and
one sperm donor, then divvying it up among several patients. The clinic, not the customer, controls the
embryos, typically making babies for three or four patients while paying just once for the donors and the
laboratory work.

Inside the industry, Zeringue’s strategy for making embryos on the cheap has spurred debate about the
ethical boundaries of creating life.

“I am horrified by the thought of this,” said Andrew Vorzimer, a Los Angeles fertility lawyer alarmed that a
company — not would-be parents — controls embryos. “It is nothing short of the commodification of
children.”

View the original article here: An ethics debate over embryos on the cheap


