India: The growing doubt over GM crops

[T]he central character of Indian agriculture, the farmer, is a pitiable picture, with the burdens of ever
increasing cost of cultivation, over-dependence on industry for agricultural inputs and lack of adequate
government policy support. Unfortunately for the Indian farmer, real long term sustainable solutions are a
blur because the agro input industry and their cronies in the government use every opportunity to push
through false solutions that are only profitable to the companies and not the farmer. One such delusional
solution is the herbicide tolerant (HT) genetically modified (GM) crops marketed by multinational biotech
seed companies as a one-stop shop for weed management. On the contrary, herbicide-tolerant
genetically modified crops are disastrous for India’s socioeconomic framework.
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