New prenatal genetic test offers parents more answers

Three studies released Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine highlight the use of
microarray testing as the latest technology in chromosome analysis. Researchers suggest using this test
to identify potential intellectual disabilities, developmental delays, autism and congenital abnormalities

as well as determining why a pregnancy failed.

During pregnancy a number of tests are suggested by the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists based on the mother’s age, medical history or ethnic or family background, along with
results of other tests. Chromosomal microarray analysis is a genetic test that finds small amounts of
genetic material that traditional testing such as karyotyping cannot detect.

View the original article here: New prenatal genetic test gives parents more answers
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