
Court lifts cloud over embryonic stem cells

The US Supreme Court’s decision last week to throw out a lawsuit that would have blocked federal
funding of all research on human embryonic stem cells cleared the gloom that has hung over the field for
more than three years. Yet the biggest boost from the decision might go not to work on embryonic stem
(ES) cells, but to studies of their upstart cousins, induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cells, which are created
by ‘reprogramming’ adult cells into a stem-cell-like state.

At first glance, iPS-cell research needs no help. Researchers flocked to the field soon after a recipe for
deriving the cells from adult mouse cells was announced in 2006, partly because this offered a way to skirt
the thorny ethical issues raised by extracting cells from human embryos. But the real allure of iPS cells
was the promise of genetically matched tissues. Adult cells taken from a patient could be used to create
stem cells that would, in turn, generate perfectly matched specialized tissues — replacement neurons, say
— for cell therapy. Although the number of published papers from iPS-cell research has not yet caught up
with that of ES-cell work, US funding for each approach is now roughly matched at about US$120 million
a year.

View the original article here: Court lifts cloud over embryonic stem cells
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