
A new future for an old crop: Barley enters the genomics age

The following is an excerpt.

 The barley genome is almost twice the size of that of humans and determining the sequence of its DNA
has proved to be a major challenge. This paper published in Nature is a detailed overview of the functional
portions of the barley genome, revealing the order and structure of its 26,000 genes. 

Access to the assembled catalogue of gene sequences will streamline efforts to improve barley production
by breeding varieties that are better able to withstand disease and deal with adverse environmental
conditions such as drought and heat stress.

Read the full press release here: A new future for an old crop: Barley enters the genomics age

 

http://phys.org/news/2013-01-future-crop-barley-genomics-age.html

