Poland backs away from agricultural biotech

The following is an edited excerpt.

Last month, | believe we [Poland] took a significant step backward. Our government banned an important

farm technology for purely political reasons and without any scientific justification.

Like most of Europe, Poland has refused to participate fully in the biotech revolution that has transformed
agricultural production around the world. Yet last year we were at least able to grow two kinds of
genetically modified crops: a type of corn that fights insect pests and a potato that produces an
abundance of starch. Now they’re outlawed, meaning that Polish farmers cannot use the innovations that
millions of farmers elsewhere take for granted, from advanced nations such as the United States and

Canada to developing countries like Brazil and the Philippines.

This disastrous decision will hurt Polish farmers and consumers right away. It also sets a terrible
precedent for the future. We must overturn it immediately.

View the original article here: Poland Must Not Turn Back the Clock on Food Production

Additional Resources

* “Record area of biotech crops used in 2012 -report,” Reuters

* “A Golden Rice Opportunity,” Project Syndicate



http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/02/20/crops-biotech-report-idUKL1N0BK09020130220
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/the-costs-of-opposing-gm-foods-by-bj-rn-lomborg

