
Genetic modification: Time for a more nuanced debate

The following is an excerpt.

What is a person with a conscience to think about the fraught and complex issue of genetic modification
(GM)? Picking sides used to be easy: if you were green, you were against GM because it was unnatural
and industrial. It was a weapon of the same corporate behemoths who brought us the Green Revolution
and its ensuing ecological devastation; who were using the patent system to force farmers to buy new GM
seed every year – and who were exploiting their control of world commodity markets to impose
“Frankenstein foods” on unsuspecting citizens.

Now, though, the more nuanced aspects of this debate are beginning to find voice. Leading
environmentalists, including two of the UK’s highest profile ones, Jonathon Porritt and Tony Juniper, say
that their minds are not closed as to the future of GM.
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