
Who should own DNA? All of us

The following is an excerpt.

[The] case coming before the U.S. Supreme Court on Monday challenging two patents is a different
animal, with enormous implications for both our health and shared humanity. The patents in question are
on two human genes, BRCA1 and BRCA2, commonly referred to as the “breast cancer genes.” 
Genes are not inventions but products of nature. You can’t patent the sun; you can’t patent a new species
of insect you find in a forest; you can’t patent the speed of light. And you cannot patent human genes.

Beyond U.S. patent law lie broader questions: Should we treat human genes as private property to be
exploited for profit rather than shared resources managed in the public interest? Should we allow
corporate ownership to penetrate deeply into areas previously considered outside the commercial realm?

View the original article here: Who should own DNA? All of us
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