
‘Master gene’ makes mouse brain look more human

In the cartoon series named after them, Pinky and the Brain, two laboratory mice genetically enhanced to 

increase their intelligence plot to take over the world—and fail each time. Perhaps their creators hadn’t 

tweaked the correct gene. Researchers have now found a genetic mutation that causes mammalian 

neural tissue to expand and fold. The discovery may help explain why humans evolved more elaborate 

brains than mice, and it could suggest ways to treat disorders such as autism and epilepsy that arise from 

abnormal neural development.

Read the full article here: ‘Master Gene’ Makes Mouse Brain Look More Human

http://news.sciencemag.org/sciencenow/2013/04/master-gene-makes-mouse-brain-lo.html

