
Indonesia: Drought-resistant sugarcane plantation being developed

The following is an edited excerpt. 

The National Genetically Modified Product Biosafety Commission (KKHPRG) recently approved the first
genetically-altered sugarcane crop, paving the way for the development of transgenic sugarcane for
commercial production.

Bambang Purwantara, a member of the commission, said that the institutions which held the mandate to
approve biotech plants had all given the nod to a drought-resistant transgenic sugarcane seed

The cane, developed by state plantation firm PT Perkebunan Nusantara, the Indonesian Sugarcane
Plantation Research Center (P3GI) and experts from the State University of Jember in East Java, is
currently under a limited field testing.

“We are proud to announce that the first biotech staple crop will be a drought-resistant sugarcane. We
expect to see the transgenic sugarcane planted by next year at the latest,” Bambang explained.

Read the original article in its entirety here: Development underway for first transgenic sugarcane 
plantation


