
The genetic legacy of the conquistadors

The following is an edited excerpt.

A few year ago there was a minor controversy when some evolutionary genomicists reported that they
had reconstructed the genome of the extinct Taino people of Puerto Rico by reassembling fragments
preserved in contemporary populations long since admixed. The controversy had to do with the fact that
some individuals today claim to be Taino, and therefore, they were not an extinct population. Though that
controversy eventually blew over, the methods lived on, and continue to be used.

Now some of the same people who brought you that have come out with work which reconstructs the
recent demographic history of the Caribbean, both maritime and mainland, using genomics.

Read the full story here: The genetic legacy of the conquistadors
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