The erosion of genetic privacy

The following is an edited excerpt.

For years now, a steady stream of research has eroded scientists’ faith that DNA can be held
anonymously.

Not so long ago, people who provided DNA in the course of research studies were told that their privacy
was assured. Their DNA sequences were on publicly available Web sites, yes, but they did not include
names or other obvious identifiers. These were research databases, scientists said, not like the forensic
DNA banks being gathered by the F.B.l. and police departments.

But geneticists nationwide have gotten a few rude awakenings, hints that research subjects in fact could

sometimes be identified by their DNA alone, or even by the way their cells were using their DNA.

Read the full story here: Poking Holes in Genetic Privacy

Additional Resources:

* “A true global village: the end of privacy in so many ways,” Discover Blogs
* “Researchers Raise Privacy Concerns Over DNA Databases,” iHealthBeat


http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/18/science/poking-holes-in-the-privacy-of-dna.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0

