Monsanto to drop all requests for new GM crops in EU

The following is an edited excerpt.

US seed producer Monsanto has said it would withdraw all new requests to grow genetically modified
crops in the EU. The move reflects its frustration over ongoing resistance to GM crops among populations
in Europe.

All approval requests for new types of genetically modified (GM) crops filed with the European Union
would be stopped within the next few months, Monsanto President and Managing Director for Europe
Jose Manuel Madero told British news agency Reuters on Wednesday.

The withdrawal would affect requests for growing genetically modified maize, one soybean and one sugar
beet, Madero was quoted as saying.

The move was prompted by a lack of commercial prospects for cultivating GMOs (genetically modified
organisms) in the 28-nation bloc, and came as the US-based company was re-focusing on its
conventional seeds business in Europe, Madero added.

Read the full story here: Monsanto to drop all requests for new GM crops in EU
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