
‘US effect’: exaggerated results in genetics and psychiatry studies

Scientists who study human behavior are more likely than average to report exaggerated or eye-catching
results if they are based in the United States, according to an analysis of more than 1,000 research
papers in psychiatry and genetics. This bias could be due to the research culture in the US, authors of the
analysis said, which tends to preferentially reward scientists for the novelty and immediate impact of a
piece of work over the quality or its long-term contribution to the field.

Daniele Fanelli, University of Edinburgh, one of the authors of the latest analysis, said that there was
intense competition in the US for research funds and, subsequently, pressure to report novel findings in
prestigious, high-impact scientific journals.

Read the full, original story here: Research finds ‘US effect’ exaggerates results in human 
behaviour studies
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