Trashing rice, killing children

Earlier this month, 400 protestors destroyed a field trial of genetically modified Golden Rice in the
Philippines. Aided by well-meaning but misguided organizations such as Greenpeace, such mobs are
potentially destroying the opportunity to avoid 680,000 deaths each year. That is morally indefensible.

Golden rice is genetically modified (GM) to have vitamin A. This is important because 3-billion people

depend on rice as their staple food, and about 10% are at risk for vitamin A deficiency. The World Health
Organization estimates that lack of vitamin A makes 250,000-500,000 kids go blind annually. And studies
published in The Lancet estimate that each year, 668,000 children under 5 die from vitamin A deficiency.

Yet, campaigners from Greenpeace to Naomi Klein have derided the attempt to use Golden Rice to avoid
such deficiency.

Read the full, original story here: “Bjorn Lomborg: Trashing rice, killing children”
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