
Gene tweaking for conservation

Even the most conservative estimates predict that 15–40% of living species will be effectively extinct by
2050 as a result of climate change, habitat loss and other consequences of human activities. In the face of
such drastic losses, scientists are debating the pros and cons of various, and often controversial,
interventions. These include moving populations to help track hospitable habitats, and reinstating
keystone species into areas where they have long been absent.

Even the revival of species that have recently gone extinct is being explored.

Conservationists will almost certainly be tempted to apply genetic engineering to safeguard
biodiversity. But facilitated adaptation is likely to be beset with challenges and pitfalls. Now is the time to
consider what those might be.

Read the full, original story here: Ecology: Gene tweaking for conservation

Additional Resources:

“Reviving the Woolly Mammoth: Will De-Extinction Become Reality?” LiveScience
“Efforts to Resuscitate Extinct Species May Spawn a New Era of the Hybrid,” Scientific American
“De-Extinction Debate: Should Extinct Species Be Revived?” KQED

http://www.nature.com/news/ecology-gene-tweaking-for-conservation-1.13790
http://www.livescience.com/27939-reviving-extinct-animals-mammoths.html
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=lost-species-revived-from-dna-and-restored-to-nature
/chroot/home/a26f581d/e0ce381e9d.nxcli.net/html/Should Extinct Species Be Revived

