
In the insecticide wars, GMOs have so far been a force for good

I’ve finally worked my way around to the GMO question that I care about most: Are genetically modified
crops boon or bane for the environment?

When I started asking about environmental effects, several experts who take a critical view of GMOs
pointed me to an entomologist at the University of Arizona named Bruce Tabashnik. Yet Tabashnik was
surprisingly upbeat: So far, he said, insect-resistant plants have been a clear win for the environment.
“Because of them, we’re running the pesticide treadmill in reverse,” he said.

The pesticide treadmill describes a problem that consistently occurs in agriculture. It goes like this:
Eventually, insects evolve resistance to an insecticide, so the farmer starts using more sprays or
something more toxic.

Read the full, original story here: “In the insecticide wars, GMOs have so far been a force for good”
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