
How personal genomics is like Michelangelo’s David

In researching a book about genetics over the past four years, I’ve found a field that stands in a bizarre
but lovely state of confusion—taken aback, but eager to advance; balanced tenuously between wild
ambition and a deep but troubling humility. In the 13 years since the sequencing of the first human
genome, the field has solved puzzles that 14 years ago seemed hopeless.

Yet geneticists with any historical memory hold a painful awareness that their field has fallen short of the
glory that seemed close at hand when Francis Collins, Craig Venter, and Bill Clinton announced their
apparent triumph in June 2000.

Many geneticists who have closely experienced or witnessed disappointment feel keenly their field’s
constraints and difficulties. And yet—who can resist reaching for such a prize?

Read the full, original story here: Genetics’ Rite of Passage

Additional Resources:

“David Dobbs in Slate: Why genetics research is both dazzling and disappointing,” Knight Science
Journalism
“The ACTN3 sports gene test: what can it really tell you?,” ScienceBlogs
“Born to Run? Little Ones Get Test for Sports Gene,” New York Times
“Does nature or nurture make a top sprinter?,” Chicago Tribune

http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/human_genome/2013/10/human_genetics_successes_and_failures_ashg_stories_of_disease_genes.html
http://ksj.mit.edu/tracker/2013/10/david-dobbs-slate-why-genetics-research
http://scienceblogs.com/geneticfuture/2008/11/30/the-actn3-sports-gene-test-wha/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/30/sports/30genetics.html?_r=0
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2012-07-31/sports/sns-rt-us-oly-athl-m100m-package-genes-day4bre86u0wk-20120731_1_twitch-fibers-sprinters-genes

