
We’re always losing the war on cancer

Half a century ago, the story goes, a person was far more likely to die from heart disease. Now cancer is
on the verge of overtaking it as the No. 1 cause of death.

There are reasons to believe that cancer will remain the most resistant of the two. It is not so much a
disease as a phenomenon, the result of a basic evolutionary compromise. As a body lives and grows, its
cells are constantly dividing, copying their DNA — this vast genetic library — and bequeathing it to the
daughter cells. They in turn pass it to their own progeny: copies of copies of copies. Along the way, errors
inevitably occur.

Read the full, original story: Why Everyone Seems to Have Cancer

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/05/sunday-review/why-everyone-seems-to-have-cancer.html?src=me&ref=general

