
Why Ghana needs crop biotechnology

Ghana is at the cross roads, debating the introduction of genetically modified crops (commonly referred to
as GM crops) into the country. Public debates are generally good if conducted in an atmosphere of civility
and with the intention of arriving at evidence-based decisions.

The ongoing debate on GM crops is not unusual and the literature on the diffusion of innovations is replete
with examples of individuals, groups and or organizations rising up against the introduction of new ideas
or technologies.

Historical antecedents to debates on new ideas dates back to ancient times and they were all resolved by
evidence-based science. Let us recall debates about the flat earth vrs the spherical earth and the sun
revolving around the earth vrs the earth revolving around the sun debates. Some people lost their lives but
eventually, the new theories proved to be right that the earth is round and that it revolves around the sun.
These are evidence based conclusions.

Ghanaians should, therefore, conduct the current debate not on emotions or ideological inclinations but
with available empirical and science-based-evidence.
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