
China cloning on an ‘industrial scale’

Fast-growing Chinese company BGI is not only the world’s largest center for gene sequencing, it’s also
the world’s largest center for cloning pigs.

The technology involved is not particularly novel – but what is new is the application of mass
production. The scale of ambition is staggering. BGI produces an astonishing 500 cloned pigs a year:
China is exploiting science on an industrial scale.

The point of the work is to use pigs to test out new medicines. Because they are so similar genetically to
humans, pigs can serve as useful “models”. So modifying their genes to give them traits can aid that
process.

China is on a trajectory that will see it emerging as a giant of science: it has a robotic rover on the Moon, it
holds the honor of having the world’s fastest supercomputer and BGI offers a glimpse of what industrial
scale could bring to the future of biology.

Read the full, original article: China cloning on an ‘industrial scale’

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2014/01/07/is-chinas-bgi-the-epicenter-of-the-world-genomics-revolution/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-25576718

