
Can genetically modified crops end hunger in Africa?

The African Union declared 2014 the Year of Food Security. The plan is to eradicate hunger on the
continent by 2025. But controversy is brewing over whether genetically modified crops can help countries
reach that goal.

The UN estimates that 223 million people in sub-Saharan Africa suffer from malnutrition. Long periods of
drought have resulted in poor corn and millet harvests. For years, African politicians have called for the
introduction of genetically modified (GM) plants as a means to halt the decline in yields. At an African
Agriculture Conference in 2012, 24 African countries agreed to allow the use of genetically modified crops.

But so far, commercial use of genetically engineered seeds is permitted only in South Africa, Egypt,
Sudan and Burkina Faso.
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