
Why we need GM wheat

Three crops — corn, soybeans and wheat — account for a vast majority of the value of America’s
agricultural crop output. But wheat is different in one important respect. While more than 90 percent of the
nation’s corn and soybean acres are now planted with seeds genetically engineered to resist insects,
herbicides or both, there is not a single acre of genetically engineered wheat being grown commercially in
the United States.

Wheat farmers have suffered as a result, as have consumers of bread and pasta, who have been paying
higher prices than they might have because fewer and fewer acres are planted in wheat. Without the
benefits of the newer molecular techniques of genetic engineering, the nation’s wheat industry will
continue to struggle against other commodities that have adopted biotechnology, and against the drought
conditions out West. All of this is happening as the planet’s population increases and global wheat
demand expands in response.

Read the full, original article: We Need G.M.O. Wheat

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/03/opinion/we-need-gmo-wheat.html?emc=edit_tnt_20140202&tntemail0=y&_r=1

