
Neanderthal DNA traces found in African people

Call it humanity’s unexpected U-turn. One of the biggest events in the history of our species is the exodus
out of Africa some 65,000 years ago, the start of Homo sapiens’ long march across the world. Now a
study of southern African genes shows that, unexpectedly, another migration took western Eurasian DNA
back to the very southern tip of the continent 3000 years ago.

According to conventional thinking, the Khoisan tribes of southern Africa, have lived in near-isolation from
the rest of humanity for thousands of years. In fact, the study shows that some of their DNA matches most
closely people from modern-day southern Europe, including Spain and Italy.

The finding also shows – for the first time – that genetic material from our extinct cousin may be
widespread in African populations.

Read the full, original story: Humanity’s forgotten return to Africa revealed in DNA

http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24988-humanitys-forgotten-return-to-africa-revealed-in-dna.html#.UvBLkWRDt3o

