
Australians create fungus resistant wheat by removing a gene

According to John Curtin Distinguished Professor Richard Oliver, Director of the Australian Centre for
Necrotrophic Fungal Pathogens (ACNFP) at Curtin, farmers can lose more than 0.35 tonnes per hectare
in wheat yields to Yellow Spot, even after applying fungicide.

For an average-sized farm of 4000 hectares, this could mean an almost $500,000 loss to disease per year
— or about $212 million worth of damage to the wider Australian agricultural industry.

Funded by the Grains Research & Development Corporation, Professor Oliver and his team, in
conjunction with independent research provider Kalyx Australia, have demonstrated that by taking away
disease-sensitivity genes from the wheat germplasm, pathogens find it difficult to latch onto wheat and
cause damage.

Read the full, original article: Wheat: Genetic discovery to keep crops disease-free

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/02/140210095404.htm

