
Matching dog DNA to droppings, to clean up Naples, Italy

Problems? Yes, conceded Tommaso Sodano, the vice mayor here, Naples has problems. Unpaid debts
have reportedly topped $2 billion. Many streets are pocked with potholes. The police department is
underfunded, organized crime operates like a shadow state, and illegal dumps are scattered around what
is still a grittily beautiful port city.

And then there is what dogs leave behind on the sidewalks.

Naples has no shortage of that, either. Yet to the surprise of some people, including more than a few
Neapolitans, the municipal administration is trying to stake out a reputation as a civic innovator by
positioning Naples at the cutting edge of dog-waste eradication. By taking DNA samples. Of dogs.

Read the full, original story: A Forensic Approach to a Sidewalk Nuisance

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/23/world/europe/a-forensic-approach-to-a-sidewalk-nuisance.html

