
Rare mutation kills off diabetes gene

A new study based on genetic testing of 150,000 people has found a rare mutation that protects even fat
people from getting Type 2 diabetes. The effect is so pronounced — the mutation reduces risk by two-
thirds — that it provides a promising new target for developing a drug to mimic the mutation’s effect.

The mutation destroys a gene used by pancreas cells where insulin is made. Those with the mutation
seem to make slightly more insulin and have slightly lower blood glucose levels for their entire lives.

Already Pfizer, which helped finance the study, and Amgen, which owns a company whose data played a
key role in the research, are starting programs aimed at developing drugs that act like the mutation, the
companies said.

Read the full, original story: Rare Mutation Kills Off Gene Responsible for Diabetes
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