
Vitamin A enhanced Golden Rice opponents should be held accountable for health
problems

By 2002, Golden Rice was technically ready to go. Animal testing had found no health risks. Syngenta,
which had figured out how to insert the Vitamin A-producing gene from carrots into rice, had handed all
financial interests over to a non-profit organization, so there would be no resistance to the life-saving
technology from GMO opponents who resist genetic modification because big biotech companies profit
from it. Except for the regulatory approval process, Golden Rice was ready to start saving millions of lives
and preventing tens of millions of cases of blindness in people around the world who suffer from Vitamin A
deficiency.

It’s still not in use anywhere, however, because of the opposition to GM technology. Now two agricultural
economists, one from the Technical University of Munich, the other from the University of California,
Berkeley, have quantified the price of that opposition, in human health, and the numbers are truly
frightening.

These are real deaths, real disability, real suffering, not the phantom fears about the human health effects
of Golden Rice thrown around by opponents, none of which have held up to objective scientific scrutiny. It
is absolutely fair to charge that opposition to this particular application of genetically modified food has
contributed to the deaths of and injuries to millions of people. The opponents of Golden Rice who have
caused this harm should be held accountable.

Read the full original article: Golden Rice Opponents Should Be Held Accountable for Health Problems 
Linked to Vitamain A Deficiency
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