
How do you study the evolution of intelligence: look to animals

There are many scientists who study the mental abilities of animals. As intelligent animals ourselves,
we’re keen to learn whether other species share our skills, and how our vaunted smarts evolved. We see
study after study about whether chimpanzees care about fairness, whether pigeons outsmart humans at a
classic maths problem, whether cuttlefish can remember where, what and when, or whether (and how)
parrots and crows use tools,

But animals are hard to work with. You need to design tests that objectively assess their mental skills
without raising the spectre of anthropomorphism, and you need to carefully train them to perform those
tests. These difficulties mean that researchers mostly resort to small experiments with just one species,
often with their own bespoke tasks. This makes it very hard to compare species or pool the results of
separate studies.

These problems mean that the study of animal intelligence is rich but piecemeal. Each study adds a new
piece to the jigsaw, but is everyone even solving the same puzzle?

Read the full, original story: This is How You Study The Evolution of Animal Intelligence

http://phenomena.nationalgeographic.com/2014/04/22/this-is-how-you-study-the-evolution-of-animal-intelligence/

