
Artist brings our paleolithic ancestors to life

A smiling 3.2-million-year-old face greets visitors to the anthropology hall of the National Museum of
Anthropology and History in Mexico City. This reconstruction of the famous Australopithecus afarensis
specimen dubbed “Lucy” stands a mere 4 feet tall, is covered in dark hair, and displays a pleasant gaze.

She’s no ordinary mannequin: Her skin looks like it could get goose bumps, and her frozen pose and
expression make you wonder if she’ll start walking and talking at any moment.

This hyper-realistic depiction of Lucy comes from the Atelier Daynès studio in Paris, home of French
sculptor and painter Elisabeth Daynès. Her 20-year career is a study in human evolution—in addition to
Lucy, she’s recreated Sahelanthropus tchadensis, as well as Paranthropus boisei, Homo erectus, and
Homo floresiensis, just to name a few. Her works appear in museums across the globe, and in 2010,
Daynès won the prestigious J. Lanzendorf PaleoArt Prize for her reconstructions.

Read the full, original story: Paleoartist Brings Human Evolution to Life

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/bringing-human-evolution-life-180951155/

