
Video: Congressional panel concludes labeling would stoke GMO fears

It’s pretty rare that members of Congress and all the witnesses they’ve called will declare out loud that
Americans are just too ignorant to be given a piece of information, but that was a key conclusion of a
session of the House Agriculture Committee this week.

The issue was genetically modified organisms, or GMOs as they’re often known in the food industry. And
members of the subcommittee on Horticulture, Research, Biotechnology, and Foreign Agriculture, as well
as their four experts, agreed that the genetic engineering of food crops has been a thorough success
responsible for feeding the hungry, improving nutrition and reducing the use of pesticides.

Rep. Kurt Schrader (D-Ore.) agreed with a witness, Calestous Juma, an international development
professor at Harvard’s Kennedy School, that political leaders had been cowed by misinformed populaces
into bending on GMOs, especially in the European Union, where Juma said hundreds of millions of euros
have been spent on studies that have found GMOs safe.

“It’s obvious that while the science in the EU is incontrovertible about the health and safety benefits of
genetically modified hybrid crops, that because of politics, people are afraid to lead, and inform
consumers,” Schrader said.

Read the full, original article: Americans are too stupid for GMO labeling, congressional panel says
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