Is producing more food to feed the world beside the point?

[NOTE from GLP Editors]: Many supporters of crop biotechnology note that the world population is on
course to exceed 9 billion people by 2050. The rise in the sheer number of people along with the
increased caloric demands of the developing world that is becoming more prosperous and more desirous
of meat in their diet will stress the global food system. While not a silver bullet, GM foods, they say, is a
key tool, in helping to addressing this inevitable crisis.

Anti-GMOers vigorously dispute this scenario. They claim, correctly, that there are currently enough
calories created to go around; the issue they say, is waste. Distribute food more fairly and efficiently, and
the problem goes away.

Grist’'s Nathanael Johnson addresses this dispute in an informative series on this controversial issue. In
his latest article, he asks: “Is producing more food to feed the world beside the point?”

When | started this hungry-hungry-humans project (you can find the previous stories here),
people began preemptively warning me that | was probably headed in the wrong direction.
They feared that | would start by asking: How are we gonna feed 10 billion people without
wrecking the planet? And then answer it by saying, well technology X can increase farm yields
by this much, and technology Y can bump it up a little more ...

Instead of focusing on agricultural productivity, these people said, we should be working on
access to food. We currently have plenty of food, and yet we still have hunger, even in the U.S.
So how will increasing yields further help?

As Gordon Conway points out, in his book One Billion Hungry: Can We Feed the World?: “If
we were to add up all of the world’s production of food and then divide it equally among the
world’s population, each man, woman, and child would receive a daily average of over 2,800
calories — enough for a healthy lifestyle. ... But of course, food is not divided in this way (nor
is income), and it is unrealistic to expect it will happen in the near, or even distant, future.”

Oh yeah. There’s that.

Read full original article: Is producing more food to feed the world beside the point?
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