
Ag companies accused of using ‘dangerous pesticides’ at Kaua’i test farms

The bodies and minds of children living on the Hawaiian island of Kaua‘i are being threatened by
exposure to chlorpyrifos, a synthetic insecticide that is heavily sprayed on fields located near their homes
and schools.

For decades, researchers have been publishing reports about children who died or were maimed after
exposure to chlorpyrifos, either in the womb or after birth. While chlorpyrifos can no longer legally be used
around the house or in the garden, it is still legal to use on the farm. But researchers are finding that
children aren’t safe when the insecticide is applied to nearby fields.

In a regulatory process known as re-registration, the EPA will decide in 2015 whether it still agrees that
chlorpyrifos is safe for farming, or whether it will order a complete ban, as Earthjustice, the Natural
Resources Defense Council, and the Pesticide Action Network have demanded in lawsuits filed in 2007
and in 2014.

Dow has long insisted that its chlorpyrifos products are safe, despite tens of thousands of reports of acute
poisoning and multiple studies linking low-level exposures to children with lower IQ. The company also
has a long history — going back decades — of concealing from the public the many health problems it
knew were linked to chlorpyrifos.

In 1995, the EPA found that Dow had violated federal law by covering up its knowledge of these health
problems for years. In 2004, then-New York Attorney General Elliot Spitzer found that Dow had been lying
about the known dangers of the pesticide in its advertising for nearly as long. Together, the EPA and the
State of New York have levied fines against the company approaching $3 million.

On Kaua‘i, subsidiaries of four transnational chemical companies—Dow Chemical, DuPont, Syngenta,
and BASF—spray chlorpyrifos and several other potent pesticides to protect their experimental genetically
engineered crops (GMOs) against a wide variety of bugs and weeds. Because of the heavy pesticide use,
Kaua‘i’s GMO testing fields are among the most toxic chemical environments in all of American
agriculture. The island, with its precious ecosystems and diverse wildlife, seems particularly ill-suited to be
a laboratory for such experiments.

Read full, original article: The real dangers of GMOs Dow Chemical doesn’t want you to know about
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