
Food challenges require overhaul of global food system not GMOs

Over the next 50 years, climate change will transform the world in ways we have only begun to imagine.
Humans have changed the weather on this planet, and that will change everything, especially how we
grow food.

Most peer-reviewed research has found little reason for optimism that GMO seeds will revolutionize yields
in the face of climate change. The most authoritative analysis is found in Agriculture at a Crossroads, the
landmark report issued by the International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and
Technology for Development in 2009. Testifying before Congress, Robert Watson, the scientist who
directed the assessment, explained in the gentlest possible terms that GMO crops are an unproven
technology whose benefits remain highly uncertain: “[I]t is likely to be several years at least before these
[GMO] traits might reach possible commercial application [my emphasis].”

So better seeds alone won’t save us. Instead, feeding the world under climate change will require a
broader strategy, grounded in two imperatives. On the one hand, we must rapidly reduce the amount of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, to avoid facing unmanageable amounts of future climate change.
On the other, we must prepare our agricultural sectors for the climate impacts already “in the pipeline,”
which will be severe enough. The currently dominant system of industrial agriculture is a loser on both
fronts.

Read full, original article: How To Feed the World After Climate Change

http://www.agassessment.org/reports/IAASTD/EN/Agriculture at a Crossroads_Global Report (English).pdf
http://www.agassessment.org/docs/WatsonTestimony514082.pdf
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/future_tense/2012/04/heat_resistant_seeds_ecological_agriculture_growing_food_after_climate_change_.html

