
How activists planned assault on neonics (and bees)

Imagine a scenario where a group of people get together to frame the debate about science and even set
out to conspiratorially place papers in highly-respected journals, selecting the ideal names to have on the
paper and which publications would be most likely to publish it.

It must be those evil corporate chemical shills again, right?

Not this time, it was the International Workshop On Neonicotinoids in 2010 and it explains a lot about how
the anti-science contingent has managed to maintain so much mindshare in media: they know how to
work the system and created a four-year plan to do just that.

[NOTE: Also read the Times of London analysis of this this emerging scandal on the GLP in 
today’s Daily Digest. Environmentalist Bjorn Lomborg has an analysis as well on his site. The 
Genetic Literacy Project will have a more extensive report on this breaking story on Friday, 
December 5.]

[Note: The Genetic Literacy Project’s Jon Entine has reported extensively on the manipulation of 
research on bee health by activist scientists, most recently the inside story on Harvard nutritionist 
and organic activist Chensheng Lu, here.]

The contingent claims that neonics, a class of pesticides, can be linked to bee colony collapse disorder
and by association to use of neonics on genetically modified crops.

Corporations are absolutely clueless about how to win against the emotional claims of anti-science
groups. Do they end up spending millions? Sure, once the damage is done, but the people proactively
preparing the battlefield are the environmentalists, not companies.

While I was writing this, an employee at Ogilvy, a $16 billion company, which is getting paid by Intel, a $53
billion company, to engage in social media, wrote me and asked me to write about Intel for free.

That is the kind of dopey strategy corporations have.

Environmentalists know how things really get done. You get someone to go all Rachel Carson and a
modern version of Joni Mitchell or Midnight Oil will write songs about the cause and bans will just happen.
Politicians are not in the science business, they are in the anecdote business. Teary stories about dead
bees in the Congressional Record count for a lot more than evidence.

Read full, original blog: When It Comes To Neonics, Activists Understand PR Better Than Chemical 
Companies Do
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