
‘Abominable Snowman’ hairs match DNA of ancient polar bear

Last year, Oxford University genetics professor Bryan Sykes revealed the results of DNA tests on hairs
said to be from the Abominable Snowman.

The tests matched the samples with the DNA of an ancient polar bear.

But two other scientists have said re-analysis of the same data shows the hairs belong to the Himalayan
bear, a sub-species of the brown bear.

The results of the new research by Ceiridwen Edwards and Ross Barnett have been published in the
Royal Society journal, Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

Among Edwards’ previous work was an attempt to carry out DNA analysis of a sample taken from bones
of a polar bear washed into caves in north west Scotland 18,000 years ago.

Prof Sykes, along with other genetics experts, conducted DNA tests on hairs from two unidentified
animals, one from Ladakh – in northern India on the west of the Himalayas – and the other from Bhutan,
800 miles (1,285km) further east.

The results were then compared with the genomes of other animals stored on a database of all published
DNA sequences.

The scientists found that he had a 100 percent match with a sample from an ancient polar bear jawbone
found in Svalbard, Norway, that dates back to between 40,000 and 120,000 years ago – a time when the
polar bear and closely-related brown bear were separating as different species.

The species are closely related and are known to interbreed where their territories overlap.

Sykes said the most likely explanation for the myth was that the animal was a hybrid of polar bears and
brown bears.
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