Hawaii’'s GMO lesson: Public interest research future of GE technology

If you read the social media, you’'d believe that genetic modification of crops is being done almost solely
by the big seed and chemical companies.

As with so much information in this controversial field, that's wrong.

A broad, diverse application of this technology is used in agriculture by government agriculture research
centers, universities and private labs across the country and the world.

The seed companies clearly have a big impact in the field, because they’re working on the world’s major
food crops, and they have developed some of the basic techniques in the field.

But around the world, the genetic modification techniques are being used to solve regional and small-crop
issues—and the work is being done by regional and local institutions. And some of is being done to solve
major global nutrition issues—without a profit motive at all.

Hawai'i's Rainbow papaya is an example. When papaya ringspot virus wiped out the industry on the Big
Island, it wasn't Big Ag that stepped in, but Cornell University and the University of Hawai'i.

Conventional breeding had been tried, but there was no natural resistance in papaya. Led by professor
Dennis Gonsalves at Cornell, researchers used genetic engineering techniques to insert a bit of the virus
into the papaya, so that the plant would be resistant. The resulting Rainbow papaya saved the industry.

And the seeds? They were given away at first, and later sold at cost.

Read full, original article: Misinformation in the GMO controversy: who's really doing the work?
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