
Germany appears headed for complete GMO ban

After the European Parliament on Tuesday, 13 January passed a new Directive on Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMO) in Europe, the German Environment Ministry is insisting on a complete ban on green
genetic engineering in Germany. It is very important that a political agreement be reached to generally
apply the exclusion clause to Germany, emphasised State Secretary on Environment Jochen Flasbarth on
Tuesday (13 January) in Berlin.

Under the new directive, EU member states will now be able to choose to opt-out, restricting or completely
banning GMO cultivation within their borders. One of the leading proponents of such a legal ban in
Germany is its Ministry of Agriculture, which is led by the Bavarian conservative Christian Social Union
(CSU). The Ministry also supports a national ban on cultivation. In a position paper from the Federal
Ministry of the Environment, Minister Barbara Hendricks outlines that she does not want to leave any
backdoors open for genetic engineering.

The GMO law must be changed, so that controversial green genetic engineering cannot be used under
any pretext in Germany, she states in the document, according to a report in the Süddeutsche newspaper.

“Green genetic engineering has turned out to be the wrong track,” Hendricks said. It is risky for nature and
the environment and is not desired by consumers. “For this reason I would like us to use the EU rules in
the future, that can guarantee freedom from genetic engineering in Germany,” she explained.

Read full, original article: German Environment Ministry seeks unconditional GMO ban

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/agriculture-food/german-environment-ministry-seeks-unconditional-gmo-ban-311238

