Three parent babies: Social and ethical implications

Nuclear genome transfer for preventing the transmission of mitochondrial disease — also known as “3-
person IVF” —is a form of inheritable human genetic modification, which has long been considered off
limits. More than 40 countries have adopted laws to prohibit it (and human reproductive cloning), citing
deep and enduring concerns about safety, human dignity, and societal consequence.

Extreme biological procedures such as inheritable genetic modification and reproductive cloning pose
enormous safety issues. They also raise profound social and ethical challenges. Here we show eight
guestions that should be considered in assessing nuclear genome transfer or “3-person IVF” techniques.
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