
Vermont ruling on GM labeling case expected this spring; final court decision, end of
year

Vermont Attorney General William Sorrell said Wednesday that he expects a judge to rule on dueling
motions in the GMO labeling case within the next three months, which will help lay out a path for the rest
of the case.

A host of food industry groups sued the state last year over its GMO labeling law, set to take effect July 1,
2016.

The plaintiffs have asked the judge for a summary judgment, claiming the state is restricting their free
speech rights by forcing them to label products that contain genetically modified organisms. They also
claim the state cannot prevent them from calling a product natural if it contains GMOs.

The state has filed a motion for dismissal of the lawsuit. Oral arguments have already been heard.

U.S. District Judge Christina Reiss is expected to rule on the initial motions within the next several
months, according to Sorrell. That will inform both sides how the rest of the case will proceed, he said.

“I think we’re hoping to be on a track where whatever evidentiary proceeding we’re going to need to do will
be done sometime by late fall. Hopefully, a decision at the trial court (will happen), if not within this
calendar year, then very early into the next calendar year,” he said.

Read full, original article: Sorrell confident on GMO litigation


