Bangladesh to adopt GM cotton in 2016

The government will introduce genetically modified (GM) cotton in 2016 to increase production of
Bangladesh’s key raw material for textiles, Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury said yesterday.

“The GM cotton is already available in the world. So, we do not need to generate new variety. We have
already got clearance certificate from the environment ministry,” she told a seminar.

GM cotton, already introduced in China, South Africa and India, is said to have strong immunity against
pests, better productivity and greater fibre elasticity.

Bangladesh yearly produces only 150,000 bales of the second biggest cash crop after jute meeting only
three percent of its textiles industry’s demand for about 4.5 million bales, resulting in heavy reliance on
imports.
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